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—~ Jack Anderson

spread of chemical-biological weapons sround
the world. A growing number of Third World
fations have joined the “‘chemical club,” which
was already dangerous enough when its mem-
bership was limited to the two superpowers
and their allies.

A recent CIA report, classified “secret,” pum-
marizes the threat posed by the expanaion of
chemicabhiological warfare capability this way:

“The past decade has secn an ominous proli
eration of chemical weapons acqulred by T
World states [which shows a} mome
greater than heretofore appreciated. Sovist
military assistance has been a common source
and major stimulus to this momentum . . . ,

“Much of the action has beencentered in
the Middle East, but other areas—parts of
Sot theast Asia and the Horn of Africa—are in-
creaslagly at risk. The attraction of chewical

- weapons for Third World forces, combined
- with a multiplicity of open market sources of

for this growth. As more nalions join the
chemical ¢lub, 2 heightened sense of vulner-
ability4s bound to manifesi itself, We therefore

Secret intelligence files reveal an alacming

chemical materie}, provide further nourishment i

ost- 2laelsy pcT

The Growing Chemical Club L

expect a continued upsurge In chesnical war-
Lre activities,”  * - '
" From intelligence sources and a serjes of se-
cret and top-secret documents, my associate
Dale Van Alta has put together the details of
the chemical-biological warfare threat:
= Egypt was the first Middle Rast country to
get this type of trainlng, indoctrination and ma-
teriel—iniluding nerve gas—from the Soviets.
Throughout the 1960s, high-level Egyptian
military officers were tralned in Moscow at the
Red Banner Academy of Chemical Defense.
Egypt used poison gas during the 1863 and
1957 Yemen campaigns. . e ’
@ Iragi soldiers also got Soviet chemical-bio-
bogical waifare training in the 1960s. A dozen
obstacle courses were set up In Iraq, requiring
a small supply of nerve gas and other chemical

egents. In 1982, the hard-pressed Iragis used _

tear gas elfectively to roll back gn Iranian of-
fensive, and in 1983-84 they escalated their
chemical warfare to include mustard gasanda
nerve agent, which decimated Iranian human--
wave attacks, :

e Ethiopia—ftself a victim of Italian mustard |

g2s m 1436—acquired chemical weapons,

3 . K .
decBAtamination equipment and tralning from

“the Soviets, with Cuban advizers providing fol-

low-up exercises. The Ethlopian army report-

. © Thailand, finding Itself in a almilarly threat
red position from its communlst neighbors, ha
been Improving its defensive chemical-biological o

edly has uged chemical incapacitants and lrri-
tants since 1980 sgalnst the rebel Eritrean
People’s Liberation Frorif. '

" ® Syria has been a major 1eciplent of Soviet
chemical warfare ald, and Is probably the most
advanced Arab country in J

art. The assistance continues to this day.

o Libya is believed to have received Soviet
training, but the Russians kave been hesitant to
eupply chemical weapons. Poland may have pro-
vided some chemical agents to Libya in 1980,

o Israel, under obvious threat from the
stockpiling of chemlcal’ weaponry by ita Arab
neighbors, has acquired chemical-biological
capability In response. Only (wo weeks before
the Six Day War of 1967, luraeli intelligence
discovered a stockpile of artillery shells loaded
with Soviet nerve gas in the Egyptian-held
Sinai penlnsula, That set cff & frantic scramble
for proteclive gear, and led eventually to the
exisling Ispaeli stockpiles of nerve and mustard
gas supplies, as well as various nonlethal
agents used for riot control. , -
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\is ﬂsiy military

‘attzck with chemical weapons whether the in- o

. tacks by the Soviets in 1969 and by the Vi

program: It has been buying more and better ,
protectjve equipment from the United States
and other suppliers to counter the potential dan.
fer of nerve gas use by the Vietnamese, who
have their own stockpiles,

© Taiwan is a apeclal case among members
of the chemical club. It has.made these weap-
ong a priority since 1979. The Taiwanese war-
defense strategy calls for unrestricted counter-

vading force usea them or not. .
® China epparently suffered chemical at- *

namese 10 years later, and has developed a
modest olfensive capability. U.S. spy aatcllites H
have monitored Chinese military exercises that
Included the firing of chemical artillery shelis at
“enemy" troop concentrations. Decontamina-
tion crews moved in after the barrage. But :
compared to the chemical weapons arrayed |
against them across the Soviet border, the Chi-
nese stockpile is militarily insignificant,
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